
HOW TO TRIM YOUR PORTUGUESE WATER DOG’S NAILS WITHOUT STRESS 
GENERAL:

It is essential to the health of your dog to regularly trim his/her nails. 
Failure to cut them will lead to problems for your pet including ingrown 
nails, painful feet at rest and signi�cant discomfort with walking. 
Untrimmed nails can also damage you and your possessions (�oors, 
furniture and fabric). A basic understanding of the anatomy of the dog’s 
nail and leg assembly is helpful in performing this grooming task. �e 
choice of correct nail trimming equipment is also important. �is 
document covers the  fundamentals of nail care.

TOOLS:

PLIER-TYPE CLIPPERS
Pros:   Will last a lifetime
 Economical (less than $20)
 Can be sharpened
 Simple to use
 Can be used anywhere
 Excellent visibility of cut
Cons:  Need to use nail �le a�erwards
 

DREMEL-STYLE ROTARY GRINDER
 Pros:  Fast way to remove nail tip
 Sanding sleeves are easily changed
      so  sharpening is not required
 Cons:  More expensive (approximately $50)
 Some dogs do not like vibration
 Can heat up rapidly
 Paw hair can be caught on rotating drum
 Requires access to electricity
 Battery powered models are not powerful 
      enough for thick PWD nails

OTHER NECESSITIES:

ANATOMY:

 Kwik-stop®–Styptic powder
 Muzzle
 Grooming scissors
 Towel 
 Dog nail �le
 Treats
 Old stocking to hold back hair

�e quick is easily visible �e quick is not visible

PREPARATION:

Be calm and con�dent as dogs sense nervousness.
Arrange all your equipment in advance.
Introduce cutting device to dog let him/her smell it and see it.
If using a grinder turn it on so the dog can hear the sound and feel
     its vibration. 
Use a muzzle if your dog wants to bite you.
Have an assistant hold your dog.
Remove only a small portion of the nail tip at a time.
If you are using a grinder look for the black dot in the 
     center of the nail which indicates you are nearing the quick.
Remember the sanding sleeve on a grinder can get very hot!
 

GRINDER
TECHNIQUE:
  CUTTER    

PROBLEMS:

TRANSPARENT NAIL  BLACK NAIL 

The most important anatomical detail of the nail is the central nerve, artery and vein. 
This neurovascular bundle is called the QUICK. If the quick is inadvertently cut when 
trimming the nail. It  will bleed and the dog will have signi�cant pain.

130° Flexion Angle Backward At Wrist (Carpus)

Only 50° Forward 
Extension At Shoulder

�e dog’s skeleton and joints limit the extremities movement 
when trimming the nails. While it would seem that you should 
trim the front paws by pulling the front leg forward and up, 
the best way to trim the front paw is to �ex the wrist backward 
and trim the nails from behind. It is easier on the dog joints 
and places you away from the head and teeth.

CANINE FRONT LEG

Modi�ed from a drawing by Rachel Page Elliott 

With weekly trimming or grinding the nail 
quick will gradually recede and allow the 
nail progressively to be  shortened.

Dog–�e quick is cut leading to bleeding and possible infection. Try to 
avoid by nipping the nail tip o� bit by bit. It is better to leave the nail 
too long rather  than risk injuring the quick.
Owner–Bitten by dog while cutting nails. Learn to recognize the signs 
of an impending bite such as growling. Use a good muzzle if necessary.
Both–Stress becomes part of the procedure and leads to not doing the 
necessary nail care. �e overall canine/human trust bond is fractured 
and the dog’s hea;th may su�er..

               
A visible hollow on the under-

side of a dark nail is a reliable guide to 
the end of the quick which is not visible.
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